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Who is Meisa Bonelli?

Meisa Bonelli’s clients come to her and follow her advice because they know it’s what has ultimately made 

her successful. Meisa has a decade of experience as a serialpreneur outside of the tax arena.  At 21, Meisa 

started a successful part-time vacation rental business in Manhattan that catered to foreign travelers 

(pre-airbnd.com). In one year she was earning six figures and purchased her first home. Fundamental advice 

she gives her clients emphasizes them understanding the importance of every financial decision in their 

businesses and the implication on their taxes, bottom-line and ultimately their future.
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High networth individuals and affluent professionals 

that gross $250,000 - $5,000,000 call her to 

develop the right tax strategy and audit proof their 

businesses. Meisa Bonelli is one of America’s leading 

interdisciplinary tax strategists. Meisa has gained a 

reputation as a gladiator and is called the “Olivia Pope 

of Tax” for helping athletes, new C-suite executives and 

lifestyle entrepreneurs discreetly resolve tax issues. 

This service is offered exclusively through 5th Avenue 

Associates.  

High Networth & Affluent
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• MARCH 23 | FORBES

3 Lesser-Known Strategies To Secure Business 

Financing

• MAR 28 | U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

Smart Ways to Take Advantage of Your Tax Refund 

• MAR 27 | CNNMONEY.COM

crazy tax deductions 

Media Personality

Meisa is a contributor for Jim Cramer’s TheStreet.com and one of the fastest rising media experts on tax 

issues.  This year alone she has been featured by Bloomberg, U.S. News and World Report and CNN Money.

• MAR 14 | BLACK ENTERPRISE 

Tax Tips for Your Home-Based Business

• APR 3 | YAHOO! FINANCE (BENZINGA PICKUP)  

Meisa Bonelli Talks Tax Strategies For Traders And 

Embarrassing Tax Questions 

• APR 3 | THESTREET TV 
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Black Enterprise 
Feature

CHOOSE THE RIGHT ENTITY FOR YOUR BUSINESS. 

Oftentimes when entrepreneurs look to incorporate, 

they think of choosing an L.L.C. or S-corporation, rather 

than consider what structure would be most beneficial 

from a tax standpoint. “A lot of these entrepreneurs 

are just looking to be a lifestyle company – between 

$100,000 and $1 million in revenues. So they have 

to consider their federal, state and municipal tax 

implications and their business objectives” advises 

Bonelli. “Then choose an entity from that standpoint.”

AUDIT PROOF YOUR BUSINESS. Entrepreneurs often 

do some of the right things from an accounting, but 

not all of the right things. “It’s either they don’t have 

a bookkeeping system, they’re not accurately saving 

receipts or they’re not keeping track of the business 

activity and that’s some of the core things they have to 

do to audit proof their business,” says Bonelli.  And small 

businesses in this space are more likely to be audited, 

especially if they claimed the earned income credit 

along with any business income. “So they have to make 

sure their business is audit proof.”

GET A HOME BASED-BUSINESS TAX PROFESSIONAL. 

There are specific IRS rules and regulations that home-

based business owners have to follow – particularly 

if they’re claiming a home office deduction. “The 

IRS has documented case law with regards to what 

these people have to do to solidify their business 

to be considered a business,” Bonelli states. “Many 

tax professionals do not know that the IRS has a full 

publication specifically on how direct sellers need to 

operate their business so it’s considered legitimate in 

the eyes of the IRS.”

GET A SECOND LOOK. Bonelli says 40% of her clients 

have approached her after experiencing an error on 

their taxes. “Per the IRS data book, mathematical 

errors are the main reason why the IRS will pursue a 

correspondence and/or field audit,” she says. 

TAX PLANNING IS YEAR-ROUND. When you’re an 

employee, you just have to look at your taxes once 

a year, but depending on the corporate entity, there 

may be quarterly filings required. “So there should 

be an ongoing, consistent conversation with your tax 

professional, but when people transition from employee 

to entrepreneur, they don’t necessarily have the 

knowledge base to understand that you don’t need a 

tax professional just once a year,”  Bonelli says. 

START A RETIREMENT PLAN. Bonelli says the 

government makes it very advantageous for home-

based business owners and solopreneurs to save for 

retirement. “In certain retirement plans, individuals can 

put in up to $50,000 a year and that’s something you 

can’t do as an employee,” she says. 

HAVE INTEGRITY. When individuals move from 

employee to entrepreneur, they’re often afraid of 

the IRS, according to Bonelli. “But what they don’t 

understand is the IRS is friendly. They allow you to 

come to them and report that you’re actually doing,” she 

says. “So if you’re carrying adverse behavior into your 

business, then it’ll permeate into your tax situation. 
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Aspiring Wealthy

Many millennials are coming into money at a young 

age and are often making more money than their 

parents by age 30.  Bonelli offers this generation of 

“new money” sound financial advice:

EXCERPT FROM U.S. NEWS AND WORLD 

REPORT ON WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR TAX 

REFUND

It’s a great problem to have: What do you do with 

your windfall?

The best choice for one person may not be the 

best choice for another. But experts agree on 

one thing: If you have debt, apply your refund to 

paying it off, whether it’s credit card debt, student 

loan debt or other consumer debt.

“People should still be focusing first on paying down 

debt,” says Meisa Bonelli, a Wall Street finance and 

tax professional whose Millennial Tax company 

advises entrepreneurs on business and tax strategy.

Debt, particularly student loan debt, should be a 

primary target because it limits financial options, 

preventing people from doing what they want with 

their money, whether it’s buying a house, buying a car 

or taking a vacation. “Get that debt gone,” she says. 

“[Bad] debt holds you back from everything else you 

want to do in life.”
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